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Dedicated to Bronwyn for her inspiration and love.
After a career in teaching mathematics, the final 18 years 
of which were at St Josephs College in Bradford, Bronwyn 
was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease in 2005 aged 62 
years. She has been resident at Hillbro since July, 2011.

With thanks to the Care staff at Hillbro Nursing Home 
for sharing the belief that partnership with relatives 
improves the quality of life for residents, and for enabling 
this to happen.

Acknowledgements to fellow historians who have helped 
with my search for information: Colin Coates, Richard 
Coomber and Tish Lawson and to Kate Clarke for help 
with layout, printing and production.
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                                                Baildon in context

Holden Lane was named after Robert Holden who lived on the north 
side of Station Rd at Baildon Lodge in the Eighteenth Century.  It had 
previously been known as ‘Boggart or Boggard Lane’, a ‘boggart’ being 
a mischievous or evil spirit, always malevolent, which was said to inhabit 
the fields in the area.  
Until late in the Nineteenth Century, Holden Lane was merely a broad 
footpath or narrow track, but then the following occurred:- 

“On 4th May,1886, the Baildon Local board considered the complaint 
of Mr John Reddihough, regarding the sewage which percolated from 
the vicarage grounds into his property (Beech Mount). Mr Carey, the 
Vicar, wished that the Board could see their way clear put down sewer 
with which could connect his drains. It was resolved see the owners 
either side of Holden Lane now in disuse, and ascertain whether they 
would give sufficient land to enable the Board to make a road six yards 
wide for the use the public, repairable by the Board, and in which a 
sewer could be placed.”

It is not known if this suggestion was acted on but we do know that in 
1895 Baildon became an Urban District Council responsible for 
Highways amongst other things. However it is generally believed that 
most of the development of the Holden Lane area as we know it now did 
not take place until the 1960s.
The population of Baildon increased significantly around the time that 
Hillbro was built.  In 1801 it was only 1,719, but by 1901 it had increased 
to 5,797. In 2011 it was 15,360.
It was said that before 1918 there were more millionaires per square 
mile in Baildon than anywhere else in England, And one of them was the 
John Reddiough who features in our story. Others included Mr Titus Salt 
Junior, living at Baildon Lodge on Station Rd and preparing to build his 
new mansion at Milner Field; Sir Henry Whitehead who manufactured 
the khaki material for the troops in World War 1; and Sir Joshua 
Waddilove who’s Provident Clothing and Supply Company helped so 
many poor people to afford clothing, food and fuel.  
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Image of Holden lane from “Pictures of old Baildon”
                           by Norman Entwistle

Hillbro is situated at the end of Hall Cliffe, and there was a spring here 
called Eaglands Well. At least five ancient roads meet at this point, 
radiating like the spokes of a wheel. One goes to Guiseley and Otley, 
down Ladderbanks Lane which is a typical pack horse road. Another 
goes up Heygate Lane (also known as High Gate) to Sconce and on 
to Wheatley (“now called Ben Rhydding, a name given when the first 
hydros were built, as having a more genteel sound.”) Yet another goes on 
Langley Lane to Bradford. 
Holden Lane was less important, being described as ‘an overgrown
watercourse’ until it was used as a short cut by rail passengers from 
Baildon Station. The Station opened in 1876, built by the Midland 
Railway which became LMS in 1923 and then British Railways
 (London Midland region) in 1948. (See Appendix 3 for more on 
pack horse routes)
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            1908 Ordnance Survey map of Baildon showing Hillbro and local area 
        (Thanls to staff at Baildon library and Bradford library for help with the map)



              Floor plans of hillbro 1902

Ground floor plan

          Basement floor plan
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Chamber floor plan

Attic floor plan

Source: West Yorkshre Archive Services ref. BMT/BA/6/2 64B
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The Hillbro families 

1902 to 1934  -  Frank Reddiough
1935  -  Frederic Reddiough

1937  -  William Prest Wightman
1939  -  Gertrude Wightman

1940 to 1951  -  Charles Prest Wightman
1952 to 1970  -  Noel and Ruth Tillotson
1972 to 1987  -  Brian and Diana Snook

1988 to 1993  -  Margaret and Spencer Lund
1994 to present day - Nursing Home
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Hillbro was built as a wedding gift for Frank Reddiough (31 years) and 
Marion Denby (26 years) from their parents (John Reddiough and John 
Denby) They married on 14th September, 1902.(See appendix 1)
In 1901, Hillbro was built by the family firm of Ellis, builders. According 
to their custom they hoisted a flag as soon as the roof was completed.  
A celebration was held and each workman received a small gift. The 
interior was furnished with panelling, staircase etc by Christopher Pratts 
of Bradford. (See appendix 2) 

                                
                               John Reddiough and family

John Reddiough was a native of Oxenhope, near Haworth, and attended 
school at Hawksbridge. He had a smallholding and was also a journey-
man tailor who made garments for his customers in their own homes.  
On one occasion, a customer could not afford to pay him in cash, but 
gave him some wool from his sheep which he took to show to wool 
merchants at Bradford Wool Exchange. They were impressed by its 
quality and from this small beginning he built up a very successful 
business, John Reddiough Ltd, Woolcombers and Topmakers of Little 
Horton Lane and Dewsbury. By the time of his death in 1924,  John’s 
estate was valued at £1,653,304.
He built the family home at Beech Mount in Baildon in 1886, and in it 
he and his wife, Susanna, raised a family of three sons: Frank, Frederic 
and Jonathan. Infant mortality was common at this time, and 3 other 
children died in childhood.
The family employed 2 servants; a cook and a housemaid.
By the time of Frank’s wedding to Marion, Frank was employed in the 
family business (becoming a director in 1919); Frederic was employed as 
manager of the Caledonian Combing Company on Nelson St, Bradford 
(a branch company of John Reddiough Ltd) and living at Beech Mount; 
and Jonathan was a wool salesman living at Howefield in Cononley with a 
wife and children and 2 servants.
Frederic later married and the couple had 4 children. They still lived at 
Beech Mount and employed one servant to supplement the staff there.  
Frank and Marion lived at Hillbro between 1901 and 1928. 
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Their marriage was childless. Marion died in March, 1928, aged 51 years. 
Later in 1928, Frank married Sarah Mountain of Perseverance St, 
Baildon, and a year later they had a child, Ruth.
In 1935, they moved out of Hillbro to live at another large mansion, 
Kirkfields, further down Holden Lane (now demolished).
Frank died in 1938 when Ruth was 9 years old.
Frederic and his family lived at Hillbro from 1935 to 1937 before moving 
back to the family home, Beech Mount. Frederic died in 1963.
Beech Mount, which was later converted into 8 flats, is now known as 
Flower Mount, which supplemented 23 attractive bungalows which were 
built in the grounds. Vehicular access is from Station Rd, but there is 
pedestrian access via Holden Lane.

                                    Reddiough personalities

John Reddiough was a staunch Methodist, and along with John Denby 
used his wealth to build the Methodist Chapel at Tong Park in 1869.  
Both were active members there and were very generous in their support.  
John Denby supplied the land and John Reddiough half the building cost 
and the stone from which the church is built was from his own quarry. 
In addition to the religious services, it provided free education for local 
children from 3 years old to school leaving at 11 or 12 years.  It 
eventually closed down as a chapel in 1958 when a fallen tree caused 
extensive and expensive damage.  
Frank succeeded his father as chairman of directors of John Reddiough 
Ltd on John’s death in 1924.  John had always been generous towards his 
workers, but Frank was more so. Every Christmas he gave all his 
workers £2 for every year of service.  Over 300 workers benefited, with 
one operative taking home £100.
Frank took little part in public or political life, but had a close association 
with Baildon Westgate Methodist Church. He was also concerned about 
the health of his fellow men and gave £30,000 to Bradford Royal 
Infirmary building fund.
Frank’s obituary mentions his hobby of breeding canaries for which he 
achieved considerable success in competitions at Crystal Palace in 



London. He built an aviary for them at Hillbro. 
Frederic was also interested in health and was responsible for the 
building of the Nurses Home at Bradford Children’s Hospital in 1936.
Frederic was more involved in public life than his brother. He was Vice- 
President of the NSPCC and of Bradford YMCA; Chairman of Baildon 
Red Cross Committee, and supporter of Bradford and District 
Discharged Prisoners Aid Society.
His broad interests show that he was an excellent flautist, a keen farmer, 
an early motorist and a skilful chess player.
Frederic died in 1963, but was survived by his wife Gladys who 
celebrated her 100th birthday in 1994. She was elected first female Vice- 
President of the Yorkshire Association of Boys Clubs.
Jonathan Herbert retired from business in 1934 and his wife died in 
1959.  He died in 1964. They were survived by two daughters: Maud 
Reddiough and Ellen Bennett, and a son, Rev JW Reddiough who
emigrated to New Zealand. Maud died in her 80s in 1992, and left £1 
million to a Baptist Training College in Manchester.

                                   John Denby and family

Councillor John Denby built his house and Mills at Tong Park in 1849.
He and his wife, Sarah Christiana, lived at Tong Park, with their 
daughters. Marion was the eldest, followed by Alice, Florence and 
Isabelle.  They had two domestic servants

“The Denby’s came to Shipley from Calverley, and worked as tenant 
farmers under the Fields of Heaton Hall. They were yeoman clothiers 
and their home was in what is now called Manor Lane. In 1796, 
William Denby built Providence Mill on the Shipley side of Baildon 
Bridge.  Previous to that he had been in a small way of business at 
Dixon Mill where Saltaire Mills now stand.  William Denby ran the 
business at Providence Mill with the help of his brother Samuel and 
partners Booth and Lee.  He also bought land at Wellcroft and built a 
warehouse and a dwelling there (where Asda is now built).  
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The son of William Denby, another William, was the founder of 
Wm Denby and Sons.  He lived for a while at Moorend, Shipley, and 
subsequently built Wellcroft Mills on the land bought by his father.  
About 1849, the firm were contemplating the extension of their premises 
at Wellcroft when he heard that Tong Park Mills were for sale, with an 
excellent water supply.  He purchased the Mills and 200 acres of land, 
and later built an additional Mill there.” 
(Taken from “The Story of Baildon” by John La Page)

William was a staunch Methodist, and while living in Shipley he donated 
the land on which the first Providence Chapel was built, located beside 
Baildon Bridge in Shipley.  It did not have seats because funds were low 
and the congregation had to worship standing.  It was demolished before 
1853 when Shipley Wesleyan Chapel was built in Shipley centre. 

“Wm Denby and Sons Ltd, Tong Park Dyeworks, was formed by 
William Denby in 1820 as spinners and manufacturers, dying and 
finishing their own products.  The Company was incorporated in 
1935 and converted into a public company in 1946 as dyers, finishers, 
proofers and shrinkers of almost every type of fibre and fabric in 
commercial production today, from lightweight tropical apparel to 
heavy uniform wear, from high fashion to school rainwear.”
(Taken from the Official Guide to Baildon, 1972)

After World War 1, and despite the War, the Yorkshire worsted trade 
was booming, both for exports and the home market. In 1923, Saltaire 
Mills were converted into a public company with £4 million of assets.  
Then, between 1926 and 1931, there was the General Strike and the 
Great Depression.  Despite this, some companies were expanding, 
including Wm Denby and Sons because of their quality rainwear. 
                                                               
                                 



                                      The Wightman family 

William Prest Wightman was managing director of Beecroft and 
Wightman, timber merchants of Hull and Bradford. This firm had been 
established in 1864 and its main offices were in Hull, the port of entry for 
timber from Norway, Sweden and the Baltic. Workshops were located 
there to process the timber and railway sidings laid down to transport 
the product to Bradford. Bradford is described as providing high cast 
mouldings and builders goods. It was a successful and profitable venture 
and did not cease trading until 2012.
Census details in 1901 have the Wightman family living at 317, 
Killinghall Rd in Bradford. Living in the house were William, aged 27, 
his wife Gertrude aged 31, a daughter Marjorie Ella aged 6 years and a 
son, Charles Prest aged 6 months. They employed a servant.
As well as being a successful businessman, William was a keen golfer, 
and was Yorkshire Amateur Golf Champion in 1902.
By the 1911 Census, the family have moved to Hawthorn House in 
Baildon.  This is very near to Hillbro, being the house on the corner of 
Heygate Lane and Ladderbanks Lane. Two more children have been 
born: Violet Prest aged 8 years and William Arnett aged 4 years. 
A nursery governess is employed to care for the children and there is also 
a servant.
On 15th June,1916, Marjorie Ella Wightman married Frederick Lionel 
Snook.
William died in a Leeds Nursing Home in March, 1937, leaving an estate 
of £79,351. In 1937, the family moved to Hillbro. 

However, the story of the Wightmans in Baildon does not end there.
In 1939, Gertrude and Marjorie, both now described as widows, moved 
to West Leam, off Station Rd, Baildon.  
William Arnett became an actor and lived at Brighton. He was a great 
friend of Sir Dirk Bogarde.
That left Charles at Hillbro where he lived until 1951. 
He married Beatrice Asquith in May,1939 in Harrogate. They had two 
children, Jennifer born 1942 and Richard born 1944. Sadly, Jennifer 
died of cancer in 1976.  
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Richard was to become Chair of Bradford College, an OBE and Lord 
Mayor of Bradford (2002/3) despite falling from the top landing at 
Hillbro when he was about 4 years old!  He fractured his skull but 
fortunately made a complete recovery.
Richard was very helpful in providing more information about Hillbro 
and his family:- First about the interesting first name ‘Prest’ which is 
shared by a number of the Wightman children:

 
“My great-grandfather, Charles John Wightman, who founded the 
business in 1864, married Caroline Prest in 1865. They had been 
engaged for 5 years at the request of both families! She was one of a 
total of 15 siblings born to the Prest family of York, and both families 
were neighbours in Micklegate and Blossom Street, Charles’ widowed 
father having retired from medical practice in Cawood and still 
doctoring in York.  The name Prest derives from the Anglo-Saxon for 
‘priest’.” 
He also reflected on motoring in the 1940s: 
“I remember the garage where my father had stored his car, a large 
Wolseley, I think, for the war because it was too thirsty to run on 
scarce rationed petrol. He had been a keen motor-cyclist since youth, 
and his regular transport during the war was a motorbike with sidecar 
for my mother! Sometime during the late 40s when new cars were 
virtually unobtainable, he was able to buy a new Jowett Bradford Van 
for my mother from the factory in Idle. I remember being driven in 
it, very noisy and no synchromesh, but my mother loved it. My father 
subsequently bought two Javelins.”
And finally, “My mother, Beatrice, was a primary school teacher, 
setting up a private school in the grounds of Hillbro where Frank 
Reddiough’s aviary had been situated. She took fee paying pupils from 
4 years onwards. One of her pupils was Richard Whiteley of TV fame.”

The Wightman family leased Hillbro from the Reddioughs on a yearly 
basis, with the condition that it would return to Reddiough occupancy if a 
member of that family wished to return to it. Which is what happened in 
1951 when Ruth Reddiough married Noel Tillotson                                                                                                      
                                        



                                         The Tillotson family

Noel Tillotson married Miss Ruth Reddiough in July, 1951, and the 
couple lived at Hillbro from 1952 to 1970.  (You may remember that 
Ruth was the daughter of Frank and Sarah Reddiough and had lived at 
Hillbro in her childhood).
Noel was involved in amateur dramatics, speed swimming, photography, 
riding and shooting. He ran a farm near Knaresborough. His dramatics 
were with Baildon Players and Westgate Amateurs.
1956, Noel Tillotson was proposed to stand as Conservative candidate 
for the Council elections.In 1956, he was involved in a road accident.  
He skidded his newly bought Jaguar car into a stone wall and received 
facial injuries and a fractured hip.
In 1970, Martin R Tillotson was born.

                                          The Snook family 

In 1971, Brian and Diana Snook moved into Hillbro. They gave birth to 
3 children, Rosemary J in 1958; James R in 1963; and Clare M in 1965.
I managed to contact James (who prefers his second name Robin) and he 
gave the following account:-

“The house was owned by the Tillotson family before us, and I’m 
pretty sure the buying price was £10,000.  We moved in from West 
Leam, Station Road, on decimal day, 15th February 1971. Mum had 
always liked the house and always wanted to live in it. 
Dad was a fine cricketer and played for Baildon Green and Baildon 
CC after he came back from Egypt in 1947. Perhaps most famously he 
was the 1st team wicket keeper for Baildon when they won the Priestley 
Cup v Keighley in 1952. 
Mum was the oldest child of a well know Scottish Bradford Doctor 
called Bob Hanson who lived very close to first Bradford Moor Golf 
Club, and then Hawksworth Golf club (The Bradford Gold Club). 
Mum was a better golfer than Dad, and won the Yorkshire Challenge 
Bowl in 1977. 
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Rosemary continued the family sporting achievements by playing 
international lacrosse for Scotland. She was married from Hillbro in 
1986, the year Dad died of a heart attack at 59 yrs old, hence the move 
in 1987 to a bungalow at the Borrins where Mum lived until her death 
in 2010. 
Hillbro was an incredible house. Of particular interest was a walk-in 
safe on the ground floor, three cellar rooms with small doors which 
meant you could crawl around the house, an amazing sweeping 
hardwood staircase from the impressive hall area, off which were three 
main living rooms, and two “butlers pantries” to 4 large bedrooms on 
the second floor, 2 bathrooms, one which had an airing cupboard with 
a secret escape hatch, and then 3 sizeable bedrooms at the top of the 
house which were originally servants quarters, but became playrooms. 
Outside there were three outhouses, a large playroom above them, 
and then steps up to a raised triple garage which was accessed from the 
Langley Lane side.
I always remember the main rooms including all the bedrooms were 
wired up to the original bell system, which would ring in the kitchen, 
on one of those bell boxes that you only tend to see nowadays in 
programmes like Miss Marple!
A great party house! For example:
Harold and Joyce Barker (Joyce was my father’s sister) were married 
from Hillbro - I think it could have been 1939-1940 but unsure. 

March 1975 purple themed party for Granny Snook’s 80th and 
Rosemary’s 17th.

21st birthday parties for all three children and our parent’s silver 
wedding.

May 1986 - Rosemary’s wedding to Richard Swallow, married at St. 
John’s Baildon, marquee in field in front of house.

Lacrosse/rounders/football matches in the field in front of the house.”

For more information about the house please see Appendix 4.



                                    Snook family photographs
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                                             Lund family  

Spencer and Margaret Lund lived at Hillbro from 1988 to 1993.

                                The final chapter of the story

Ronald and Doreen Berry saw the potential for the use of the large 
properties in this area of Baildon to develop as nursing and care homes.  
They established their company in 1984.
Their first acquisition was Holden Grange directly opposite Hillbro 
on Holden Lane. This had been built as the Vicarage for the Anglican 
Church on Hallcliffe.  It was sold for residential use in 1947 and had a 
number of occupants until 1984 when the Berrys bought it. 
In 1994, they also bought Hillbro, and began to plan and build exten-
sions to the original building.
 According to the Electoral Register, in 1994 there were 10 service users 
at Hillbro and 27 at Holden Grange.  
Over the next few years, Hillbro numbers increased and Holden Grange 
numbers gradually fell, until 13th June 2002 when there were 42 at 
Hillbro and all the residents had been transferred across from Hold-
en Grange. Among these were two residents who had been at Holden 
Grange since the beginning and I’m pleased to say that at the time of 
writing they continue to enjoy Hillbro life.  
It is a similar story with staff. An original carer from Holden Grange in 
1989 now has a senior position in the present organisation. In addition, 
one of the senior carers at Hillbro has been caring for service users there 
since 1999 and another since 2005. The senior nurse has been in post 
since 2007. Taking care of the fabric of the buildings and repairs, the 
handyman has been at Hillbro since 2001. The organisation obviously 
inspires loyalty. 
Holden Grange was demolished in 2005, and replaced by 17 retirement 
home apartments which are administered by the Holden Care Group.
Two other Homes complete the Group – Grange Court Residential 



Home on Station Road, Baildon and Oak Lodge Residential Home on 
Oak Villas in Manningham, Bradford.
                                              Appendices

                      Appendix 1 - Frank and Marion’s wedding

As was the custom at the turn of the century, this society wedding was 
covered in great detail in the newspapers, with particular attention paid to 
the detail of the ladies’ dresses. 
   Reported in the Shipley Times and Express:-

“The wedding took place at the Tong Park Wesleyan Chapel which, 
hidden as it is among the trees in a country lane, greatly enhanced the 
picturesque effect of the proceedings. Long before the time of the 
ceremony the approaches to the chapel were crowded, and that part of 
the edifice that was not reserved for the guests was rapidly filled. 
Mr Ben Riley presided at the organ and played suitable music until the 
arrival of the bride, who was accompanied by her father and attended 
by her sisters Misses Alice, Florence and Isabelle Denby who followed 
her down to the communion rail, the organist meanwhile playing 
Lohengrin’s Bridal March. Mr Fred Reddiough, the bridegroom’s 
brother, fulfilled the duties of best man, being assisted by Mr Richard 
Denby and Mr Will Holmes. The ceremony was performed by the 
Rev. Sylvester Whitehead (superintendent of the Shipley circuit) 
assisted by the  Rev. WM Spencer (Halifax), formerly of Saltaire.
The bride, who was given away by her father, was charmingly attired 
in a gown of white crepe-de-chene, the skirt being tucked and inserted 
with silver tissue. The bodice, which was partly draped with chiffon and 
silver tissue, had full chiffon sleeves, adorned with the same
material.  The Court train was in tucked mousseline-de-soie bordered 
by narrow frills, and was attached to the shoulder with sprays of 
orange blossoms, and her tulle veil was surmounted with a wreath 
of the same blossom. Her ornaments were a diamond and sapphire 
brooch and a diamond and sapphire bracelet, both being gifts of the 
bridegroom, and she carried a shower bouquet of lilies of the valley and 
fern.
The bridesmaids looked very pretty in dresses of pink taffeta, the skirts 
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being trimmed with deeply tinted d’Alcenon lace, and the bodices 
were of full tucked chiffon with a bolero of the same lace finished with 
bunches of black chenille. They wore picturesque hats composed of 
black straw, the brims of which were lined with crème tulle, with 
bouquets of pink roses trimmed with Brussels appliqué lace, and an 
ostrich feather. Each bridesmaid carried a shower of pink carnations 
and ferns, and wore an opal and pearl bracelet, the gifts of the 
bridegroom.
Mrs John Denby, the brides mother, was attired in Parma violet silk, 
the entire gown being veiled with black flowered net, richly 
embroidered with sequin insertions, the bodice being relieved with 
chiffon and lovely crème lace, and wore a dainty bonnet to corre-
spond, adorned with pansies and white ospreys. The chapel choir was 
in attendance. As the happy couple left the church the organist played 
Mendelssohn’s Wedding March, and on reaching the door they were 
met with a perfect deluge of confetti.
A reception was held after the ceremony at the home of the bride’s 
parents, where a large marquee had been erected for the occasion.  
Later in the afternoon the newly-married couple left home for Scotland 
where the honeymoon is being spent.
Mrs F Reddiough’s travelling costume was a smart Russian coat and 
skirt of myrtle green habit cloth with a handsome guipure lace collar, 
worn over a pretty blouse of soft cream coloured satin.  Her hat was 
in the Empire style, and was composed of green velvet with plumes to 
match, relieved with soft turquoise blue ribbon, and osprey of the same 
shade, the brim being draped with antique guipure.
They were recipients of a large number of handsome presents amongst 
which were a handsome brass clock and ornaments from the 
employees and tenants of Tong Park Mills; a silver inkstand from the 
employees of John Reddiough, and a pair of silver salts from the chapel 
choir of which the bride was a member.
The workpeople in the employ of Mr John Denby had leave of 
absence until three o’clock and Tong Park schools were also closed for 
the afternoon, so that all who were interested might be present at the 
proceedings.The inside of the chapel had been prettily decorated under 
the direction of Mr Wm.Kershaw of Trench Nurseries, Saltaire. The 
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entrances and windows were treated in an artistic fashion with festoons 
and banks of evergreens, interspersed with roses, asters and carnations, 
but the chief decorations were in the vicinity of the pulpit and the 
communion table, where large palms had been in the background while 
the foreground was very effective with maidenhair and asparagus 
formosa ferns relieved with arum lilies, whilst a border of beautiful 
coloured roses gave to the whole a finishing touch. The communion 
rail was festooned with asparagus ferns, and the general effect in the 
chapel was very pleasing.
The bride’s gown and the bridesmaids’ dresses were the work of 
Messrs  John Holmes and Co of Bradford; the hats were supplied by 
Madame Suggitt of Manningham Lane; whilst the bride’s travelling 
costume was from Mr Normington’s of Hallfield Rd, Manningham.
The wedding festivities were continued next evening when a grand ball 
was held at Tong Park, there being about 150 guests invited.
On Saturday a trip to Blackpool has been arranged by Mr Denby, in 
which all his employees and tenants along with their wives and families 
have been invited to take part, and they will be entertained for the day 
at the expense of Mr John Denby.”  

    
For your information:
The details of the dresses probably came from the dressmakers who were 
keen to show off their skill.  For the less knowledgeable, like me, the 
following offers some explanation of the fabrics used:-
Crepe de chene – a silk based lightweight cloth
Mousseline-de-soie – French for silk muslin – lightweight, sheer cloth.
D’Alcenon lace – Lace made in Alcenon, Normandy, France.  Made by 
Carmelite nuns and known as ‘The Queen of Lace’
Bolero – a short jacket.
Chenille – a cotton based fabric which appears iridescent, appearing 
different from different directions.
Tulle – Fine mesh net
Guipure lace – a type of bobbin lace which connects motifs with bars or 
plaits rather than ordinary ground or net.
Habit cloth – a woollen fabric meant for outdoor wear.
Russian coat – warm with fur at the collar and cuffs
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                     Edwardian dress 1901-1910

              Taken from ‘English Costume from the Second Century BC to 1952' by Doreen Yarwood, 
              published by Batsford, 1952.
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Ospreys – Decoration for a hat.  They were not actually osprey feathers 
but those of egrets which almost became extinct from plume hunting.
                                                Fashion

By 1901, the fashion for crinolines and bustles had been replaced by 
equally uncomfortable corsetry.  The wasp waist was maintained but 
corsets now flattened the abdomen, tilting the body back at the hips and 
forward at the bust.  This meant that day gowns hung vertically at the 
front and the fullness was always at the rear.  Gowns were still very long 
and brushed the ground, with many pleats and gores.
Necklines were high and sleeves were long.
Hair was taken up onto the top of the head and featured curls.  Hats 
were elaborately adorned with exotic bird feathers and artificial flowers.  
Spotted veils were a common addition.

Fashions for men had begun to offer a little more choice, although silk 
top hats were still the most common headgear, and cut away coats and 
tails were still the dress for more formal occasions.  Lounge suits were 
becoming fashionable at other times.  Collars were stiff and high.  Boots 
and spats completed the picture.
Most men had moustaches, the more bushy the better, but beards were 
now out of fashion.
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                      Appendix 2 - Christopher Pratt and Sons

When the Reddioughs wanted to furnish Hillbro in 1901, they would 
have made use of a brochure from Pratts which illustrated choices of 
different styles of furniture, paneling and decoration for each room.  
Situated in Bradford, Pratt’s showroom and offices were conveniently 
located.
The founder, Christopher Pratt, was 11 years old when his recently 
widowed mother left the family cottage in the remote Dales village of 
Gunnerside in Swaledale to join her brothers in Bradford. Christopher’s 
dad, a leadminer, had died in the treacherous conditions deep in the 
Swaledale mines leaving his wife and 13 children without any income. It 
took Christopher’s mother, two days to drag the entire family’s 
possessions in a hand-cart to settle in Bradford.
At the age of 21, Christopher Pratt became an apprentice to cabinet- 
maker Joseph Nutter, and 5 years later, in 1845, formed his own 
business. Quickly, the quality and craftsmanship of the furniture 
produced by Christopher, and eventually his sons, won over many new 
customers. They designed and made furniture for a wide range of 
clients including churches, banks, shops and schools (including Bradford 
Grammar School). The sons started selling other craftsmens’ work and 
soon the business became the north’s leading furniture store. It had a 
reputation for quality and service.
The company continued to grow rapidly, and in 1925 became one of the 
few stores in the entire country to offer wirelesses and later gramophones. 
In keeping with the beliefs and principles of its founder, Christopher 
Pratts created the largest and most comprehensive furniture experience 
in the country at Regent St in Leeds in 2003.
It also made a contribution to the aviation scene in World War I when in 
1915 it entered into an arrangement with Phoenix Dynamo 
Manufacturing Co Ltd (later English Electric Co Ltd) to assist in the 
manufacture of wooden parts for aircraft. Phoenix had entered into a 
consortium led by Short Brothers and the Aircraft Manufacturing 
Company which had links to de Havilland.



                   Staff at Hillbro Nursing Home Christmas 2018
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                  Appendix 3- More information on pack horse routes

We can still trace tracks which linked settlements since the 5th Century, 
but the real stimulus for developing these communication links came 
with the increase in trade in monastic times from the 12th Century 
onwards. Pack horses and ponies were the main form of transport for 
five centuries, only replaced by the transport revolution of the early 19th 
Century. These hardy animals were imported from Germany and called 
Jaeger or hunter ponies. The name ‘Jagger’ survives in place names and 
in surnames as a reminder of this past link. Packhorse trains consisted of 
between 20 and 40 ponies, the leading pony having bells on its harness, 
and accompanied by a driver and one or two attendants. They carried 
all kinds of goods – wool, hides, coal, charcoal, iron, oil, corn, and salt, 
the latter being especially important in preserving meat and brought from 
Cheshire and South Lancashire.
These tracks tended to stick to higher ground, avoiding swampy and 
wooded valley bottoms.   
They were important in linking markets too, where goods could be 
bought and sold.  Baildon was a very old market centre, and the links 
with Ilkley, Bingley, Shipley and Otley were important for trading.
It’s also often forgotten that religion formed an important part of 
pre-industrial life.  Rievaulx Abbey owned land at Bingley, Harden and 
Faweather, and Otley was very important because it had an Archbishop’s 
court which served the Baildon and Bingley area.



Map of Baildon in 1895
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                    Appendix 4 - Visit to Hillbro by previous residents 
                      who had not been to the house since childhood.

On 31st August, 2019, the following people met here:-
Richard Wightman and his wife Liz
Robin Snook who’s wife Emma was unable to attend
Rosemary Swallow and her husband Richard (known as Tig)
Clare Lush and her husband Ian.
Roger Clarke, researcher and author of the booklet about the history 
of Hillbro, and husband of Bronwyn who is resident at Hillbro Nursing 
Home
Kate Clarke, Roger and Bronwyn’s daughter, responsible for layout, 
printing and production of the booklet, and her partner, Kevin.
Leon Berry and Ann Marsden, Managers of Hillbro, who were hosts of 
this visit.

The children
Richard’s parents moved to Hillbro in 1940, and Richard was born in 
1944.  He and his older sister, Jennifer, lived in Hillbro until 1951.  
They were educated at home by their mother before attending Rossefield 
School in Heaton, Bradford.
The Snook family moved to Hillbro in 1971 when Rosemary was 14 
years old and already at Queen Margaret’s Escrick Park Boarding School 
in York. Similarly Robin, then aged 9 years old, was at Clevedon House 
Boarding School in Ben Rhydding until transferring to Repton School in 
Derbyshire. Both of them only experienced family life at Hillbro during 
school holidays. Rosemary comments that “A big disadvantage was that 
being sent away to school most of my friends were scattered over the 
country and locals always were rather non committal when I returned in 
the holidays.” And so Clare was the only Snook child to experience 
family and community life in Baildon from 6 years old until 11 years 
when she also went to Queen Margaret’s School, York, just as Rosemary 
left.

Map of Baildon in 1895
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Inside Hillbro
The entrance hall at Hillbro is impressive, and our visitors immediately 
recalled memories of time spent here. Clare said “at the bottom of the 
stairs where the mirror is – there used to be a huge bay window which let 
in a lot of light and it was there that Dad, Robin, godparents, mum and 
me made our speeches at special occasions. Dad was always an 
incredibly good speaker (which Robin has inherited).”
On the same wall is a stained glass window which was beautiful when the 
sun shone through it.
On the opposite wall (where Katie’s triptych picture now hangs) there 
used to be a mirror where Clare recalls that “we all stood as a family, 
in height order on Christmas day to open our presents. Mum worked 
tirelessly to make sure we all had our own pile of presents and the real 
fire was lit. With Granny and uncle Bill – as you can imagine every year 
the heights changed as we grew taller and the oldies got shorter. Dad was 
always last in.” – he was impressively tall.
Robin’s comment about the entrance hall was that he used it to practice 
his putting from the front door into the kitchen/pantry area.
The entrance hall was also the scene of Richard’s accident when he was 
4 years old when he fell from the balcony (above where Katie’s picture is 
now) and fractured his skull.  Fortunately he made a complete recovery 
and went on to be Bradford Lord Mayor.

I can’t do better than to reproduce Clare’s memories of the rooms off the 
hall. She says:-
“The lounge was our "best" room - only used for special occasions. The 
hall, the lounge and the dining-room all had very special parquet floors 
which we had a special polisher to wax and shine - very time 
consuming. The lounge was used when we had drinks parties, Christmas 
and quiet time with a book - it had a beautiful Chinese carpet in it with 
pretty mermaid coloured wall paper between the skirting board and the 
dado rail and beautiful gold full length curtains which covered the huge 
square bay window which also had a smaller Chinese rug in it to match 
the larger carpet. However, as it was so large it was severely under-
utilised as it was sooo cold like the rest of the house. We had the heating 
on for 3-4 days of the year. Always condensation of the inside of the 
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windows. Robin decided to play golf in there once and took a good swing 
at a practise ball under the exquisite crystal chandelier. Ahhh quite a lot 
of broken glass, as I recall?  Once more Mum was not 
impressed with her boy.

Regarding the middle room - the warmest and most used in the whole 
house. It was called the "morning room" - much smaller than the ones 
either side of it - but sooo cosy. It had a gas fire and was the only warm 
room in the house. That was where we watched TV. There was one of 
3 phones in there a desk on the left by the window that fitted in with the 
traditional wooden panelling and in the same wood (where the entrance 
to this room is now) was a matching wooden bookcase which had all of 
Dad's cricket books and where he sat.
In the last 5-8 years I think - Dad also purchased a 2 seater and 2 single 
seater green leather suite - his pride and joy (like a chesterfield) he loved 
them - but we all hated them as we kept slipping off! The curtains were 
very heavy tapestry full length drapes  which shrunk by about 18 inches 
when Mum decided to wash them - Dad was not happy but just as Mum 
said, the weight pulled the length back eventually. This is the room that 
Mum and Dad entertained their friends with bridge games. Instead of 
going out (like we all do nowadays) both of them being excellent bridge 
players - they asked friends round for friendly bridge rubbers - always 
playing for money but winning a maximum of around 48p!  There were 
bells in the lounge, morning room and dining-room for the "maids" to 
bring tea, breakfast or the morning paper, back in the late 1800s.”

The kitchen area was larger than it is now, with a pantry opposite the 
entrance hall, but the door into the cellar is as it was then and our visitors 
enjoyed going down there. Clare recalled that “Dad always sat at the top 
of the cellar stairs to clean his shoes every morning. Robin also locked 
me in the safe – mum was not impressed. There are still little doors in 
the walls of each cellar room. Robin and his friend and me and my friend 
would often crawl under the house (James Bond style!) and crawl to the 
front of the house and watch out for baddies through the airbricks.”

Going upstairs, the balcony was very different before Hillbro became a 
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Nursing Home. It swept round above the entrance hall and we should 
imagine what it would look like when there was a baby grand piano in the 
space where the Sluice Room is now. Room 12 was Clare’s bedroom and 
she was the pianist of the family. She says “I hope my playing gave
 pleasure to those who were listening, as there was no getting away 
from it!” 
Clare and Rosemary each had a bedroom at the front of the house, with 
Robin along the corridor and their parents were in the room which had a 
dressing room next door and then a bathroom where the bathroom 
is now.  
The lift was installed when the house became a Nursing Home. Prior to 
that there was a staircase up to the attic.  
In the bathroom there is an airing cupboard which still has the original 
door on it. Inside used to be an airing rack on wheels which could be 
rolled out to load clothes onto. The children used to go in there and use 
a secret passage up to the staircase to the attic.
There was a toilet in the area opposite the bathroom door where 
washing bags are now kept.
The attic used to be a box room and nursery/playroom. The Snook 
children also had another playroom above one of the outhouses in the 
grounds. Clare recalls that “one year our Christmas present was a wall in 
this playroom painted in our favourite colour each and a poster to go on 
the wall.  Rosemary’s was David Cassidy.”
Each room evoked many good memories, especially of Rosemary’s 
wedding in May, 1986.  She recalls that there was a meeting for drinks 
with the relatives from Sussex where her husband is from.  They met in 
the lounge and had three wooden steps made from the lounge onto the 
lawn for ease of access. However there were some surprise guests on the 
day of her wedding – two policemen!  “Apparently beer barrels had been 
stolen from inside the marquee which had been put up outside.
We managed to get them replaced eventually, but it gave a slight 
amusement to speeches at the reception.”
Unfortunately there were also sad memories, and the main one was the 
sudden death of their father, Brian, who died suddenly of a heart attack 
aged just 59 years just six weeks before Rosemary’s wedding and five 
weeks before Clare’s 21st birthday. The whole family were in shock and 
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it led to their move from Hillbro the following year.
Their current visit to Hillbro must have brought back many memories of 
this but they all remained focussed on the positive recollections of living 
in the house.

Hillbro grounds
The ground plan of Hillbro has changed so much since it became a 
Nursing Home that it is difficult to imagine it as it was.  The easy 
starting point is at the front of the house which has changed little. It was 
car park as it is now, but the rockery from the conservatory area was 
more extensive and came down to the car park level on the Holden 
Lane side.
There was a steep drive from Old Langley Lane behind the house which 
joined this car park, much of which is now built over by the Nursing 
Home extension.
The area in front of the conservatory was a lawn, known to the Snook 
family as the tortoise lawn (because they once found a tortoise there), 
and a summer house was in the corner of the lawn by the wall.  
Cricket was played up here, bowling from the gates end to the stumps 
mid way across the lawn. There were buildings beside the Old Langley 
Lane wall - the old private school house in which Richard Wightman’s 
mother taught local children, the aviary in which Frank Reddiough had 
kept his canaries, and finally the garage which had room for three cars.  
The large gates in this wall gave access to the steep drive, the top of which 
can still be seen.
The land slopes steeply away from these buildings, partly built on by the 
Nursing Home, but was occupied by an orchard (about 20 small trees), a 
lawn and several outbuildings. Robin and Rosemary described these 
outbuildings as a washing room in which there were old sinks but the 
Snook family also put a freezer and washing machine; a coal room which 
was served by a coal chute from Old Langley Lane; and a small room 
with a door which was possibly an outside toilet.  Above the washing 
room was a playroom which Rosemary says “was where we had parties, 
table tennis tournaments and an excuse to become proper teenagers.”  
She also says that there were ten steps from these 
outbuildings leading up to the garage.  The back door to the house was 

33



by these outbuildings and led directly into the kitchen area.

Where are the children now?
Richard says “When I left school I worked in our timber firm straight out 
of university for twenty years or so, when we sold it. There were other 
companies in our Group which continued and in which I had a non-
executive role. I wound up the last bit on behalf of the shareholders 
about four years ago”. His later career was in local politics and he 
became Lord Mayor of Bradford in 2002/3; he was president of Brad-
ford Chamber of Commerce and served on its Board for over thirty 
years; he was a JP on the Bradford Bench for 11 years; he served for 12 
years on the Corporation of Bradford College including seven years as 
Chairman; and he received an OBE.

Robin says “I joined the family timber business (called Beecroft and 
Wightman) when I left university in 1984, but we were bought out by 
Arnold Laver in 1985, and after I travelled the world for 6 months, I 
came back to work in our plywood and boards business in Pocklington, 
where I met my wife Emma. They have two children, a boy and a girl.
I left the family business in 1987 and moved back to West Yorkshire, 
and joined a Print Broking business in Shipley called Alistair McIntosh 
Ltd where I worked until 2003 and then I set up my own Sales and
 Marketing Business in 2004, before joining Silsden based Authors 
Abroad in 2015, where I still work.”

Rosemary’s career has been dominated by her talent in sport, and early 
achievements were in lacrosse having captained Yorkshire and the North 
junior and senior lacrosse teams and later played for Scotland 
internationally enabling her to travel all over the world.  She also went to 
America for 6 years in the summer teaching tennis and lacrosse, and 
taught tennis in Australia for six months. In between all this she 
qualified as a nursery nurse. After she married Tig they had 2 sons, both 
very sporty, playing for their county in cricket, table tennis, hockey and 
tennis.  Since 1994 they have lived in Northamptonshire where injury 
has forced her to stop playing competitive sports, but she has worked for 
county tennis and cricket, coaches at local schools and does voluntary 
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work for the national charity Fight for Sight. 

Clare’s interests were in lacrosse, but also in food and music. Her first 
job was as a waitress at the Glengate Café on Shipley Glen, but then did a 
pre-nursing course at Bradford College in Ilkley followed by nurse 
training at Huddersfield General Hospital. Her final exams were in 
the same week as her father’s funeral. A series of caring jobs followed, 
including dental nursing, a nanny, housekeeper at a boarding school in 
Herefordshire, and hotel management in Bournemouth. For a short 
time she had her own nanny business. She married Ian in 1991 and went 
to live near Epsom in Surrey for 4 years before moving to their present 
home at Redhill. They have three children, a girl and two boys, now in 
their 20’s.  She has done a counselling course and thought she might 
specialise in bereavement counselling with a view to working in a hospice, 
but then took her current job at the funeral directors 13 
years ago.  

Post script
Christmas was often mentioned by our visitors, especially because two 
favourite relatives often spent it with them.  Their grandmother, 
Marjorie Ella (Granny Snook) lived to be 94 years old and her youngest 
brother, Uncle Bill (William Arnett) who lived to be 83. Robin says that 
“Bill was our Great Uncle who was not cut out to be in the family timber 
business, so when his father released him from these duties, he left for 
London in the 1930's to pursue his passion on the stage. His career was 
unremarkable, but he made some interesting friends including Dirk 
Bogarde, and they kept in touch, always calling each other on their 
respective birthdays. Uncle Bill moved to Brighton and lived an 
eccentric and happy gay life down there, and was a lovely man. He and 
his older sister, Marjorie Ella Snook (our grandmother) often stayed with 
us for 4 days over Christmas, and they always bickered with each other 
throughout their stay.”
Rosemary adds “Great uncle Bill, or as we called him ‘Gubby’, was a 
lovely character. In the years when homosexuals were not permitted, 
I know he certainly enjoyed being away from the family ties. We used 
to pick him up from Victoria station and drive him up to Yorkshire for 
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Xmas, spending time with granny at Hillbro. It was always a joy to listen 
to their stories and play vanishing bridge after watching the Christmas 
showing of Morecambe and Wise. He had various stories about his ac-
tor/ actress friends. Dirk Bogarde and his sister Elizabeth were 
favourites and he often went to Grasse near Nice to stay. In his three
bedroom town terraced house in Kemp town, Brighton he entertained 
other actors - Dora Bryan and Beryl Reid to name just two. He was 
always writing menus and generously entertained, especially with the 
amount of alcohol added to the food!” 

And finally
Clare points out that Hillbro should really be spelt with an apostrophe 
(Hillbro’) because it is a shortened form of Hillborough meaning “the 
brow of the hill”.  But as time has passed so has the apostrophe.
Thanks for reminding us, Clare! 

Roger Clarke
September, 2019
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From left to right: Richard Wightman, Rosemary Swallow, 
Robin Snook and Clare Lush.



From top: 
Roger, 
Rosemary, 
Robin and 
Ann; 
Kate; Leon, 
Richard and 
Clare; Clare; 
Robin, 
Rosemary and 
Leon.


